Seventeen

' NE other pleasure Charles enjoyed in the odd moments
that could be spared from lighter amusements. He entered
with zest into the manipulation of foreign policy, and in
the conduct of his affairs with the powers of Europe he
found a happy exercise for his wits. The leisurely unravel-
lings of diplomacy were admirably suited to his tempera-
ment. The real business of the higher politics was con-
ducted with no formal routine to mar the fun. Problems of
the gravest importance were as a matter of course discussed
with an ambassador during a stroll or in a few moments
stolen from court gayety. Furthermore there was seldom
any need for haste, as there always seemed to be in domestic
affairs. Yet he could feel that he was not playing merely
for the fun of it, for the future of the kingdom and the
monarchy was involved in every decision he took.

In his chosen field the King toiled without direction and
with very little help. He was more familiar with European
conditions, he understood the ambitions of other nations
better than anyone connected with his government. The
most important questions were often settled by his Majesty
in secret without reference to a single adviser. From the
very first days of the Restoration he was absolute in his
control of foreign relations. And from the very first days
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